Ordinance XV-B
Maintenance of Discipline
Upholding Discipline and Conduct: Ordinance XV-B at the University of Delhi

At the heart of the University of Delhi's governance lies Ordinance XV-B, a comprehensive
directive delineating the parameters of discipline and the powers vested in its authorities. This
ordinance, rooted in the university's commitment to maintaining a conducive academic
environment, embodies the framework within which disciplinary actions are taken and behavioural
norms are upheld.

Key Tenets:

e Authority Structure: The linchpin of disciplinary authority rests with the Vice-
Chancellor, who possesses the overarching power to enforce discipline. As deemed fit, this
authority can be delegated to the Proctor and other specified individuals.

e Acts of Gross Indiscipline: The ordinance explicitly defines acts that are considered
severe breaches of conduct. These include physical assault or threats against staff or
students, possession or threat of using weapons, violations of civil rights, derogatory
behaviour towards specific groups, bribery, destruction of institutional property, religious
or communal intolerance, and disruption of academic proceedings.

e Disciplinary Measures: To address such acts, a spectrum of disciplinary actions can be
imposed on erring students. These range from expulsion, rustication, fines, and debarring
from examinations, to cancellation of examination results, as deemed appropriate by the
Vice-Chancellor or designated authorities.

e Delineated Authorities: Principals of Colleges, Heads of Halls, Deans of Faculties, and
Heads of Teaching Departments are entrusted with the authority to maintain discipline
within their spheres. They may exercise this authority directly or delegate it to specified
faculty members.

e Regulations and Acknowledgment: Detailed rules governing conduct and discipline are
mandated to be framed. Every student, upon admission, is required to acknowledge these
rules by signing a declaration, thereby subjecting themselves to the disciplinary jurisdiction
of the university's authorities.

Significance:

Ordinance XV-B is a pillar of governance within the University of Delhi, providing a clear
roadmap for handling disciplinary matters. Its significance lies not only in outlining the powers
vested in various authorities but also in setting a standard of behaviour and conduct essential for
fostering an environment conducive to learning and growth.



Conclusion:

In essence, Ordinance XV-B is a foundational document that upholds the ethos of discipline,
respect, and responsibility within the University of Delhi. By delineating powers, defining
prohibited actions, and establishing disciplinary measures, it serves as a guiding light in
maintaining the integrity and decorum essential to a thriving academic community.



